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Birds of a feather
flock together

Discounted subscriptions  
for groups, guilds and friends 
Got a group of ten or more stitching buddies?  

We offer a group subscription at just £3 per copy,  
based on a minimum order of 10 (UK only)  

saving £1.50 off the cover price!

GET YOUR GROUP 
SUBSCRIPTION TODAY!

Available direct from Workbox on 01395 233247  
or www.creativewithworkbox.com

JUST  
£3 PER  
ISSUE!

INSPIRE
FABRICS  F  WEBSITES  F  IDEAS  F  MEMOS  F  MUST HAVES  F  EVENTS

Perfect for your mid 
morning coffee break, this 

sewing inspired espresso set 
from Jones and Jones will 

be sure to get your creative 
juices flowing. £150 from

jonesandjonestheshop.com



READ ME
Boutique Bags
by Sue Kim

Hit the town with chic, modern bags for any occasion! Best-selling 
pattern maker Sue Kim’s latest collection includes 19 fashionable 
projects, from a metal-framed clutch to a classy carryall. Learn to 
sew darts, ruffles, and other design elements for a professional 
finish. Try out first-hand how a simple change in fabric offers 
a whole new look. With full-size patterns and straightforward 
construction, these bags are on-trend and catwalk worthy. 

WE LOVE: The stylish and classy designs, plus the  
great tips to guarantee a perfectly finished bag. 

Published by searchpress.com
RRP Price: £16.99

(1)Collection piece recently  
donated to the RSN
(2)Peacock panel with peacock  
in metal threads and tail features  
in stitch and tiny red
(3)Small panel peacock with stylised 
leaves and tulips
(4)From The Vain Jackdaw designed 
by Walter Crane beads, from India

Have a go at making  
a bag from this book 

on page 62

Passionate about textile art, stitch and 
crafts?  There’s nowhere else to be than 
The Spring Knitting & Stitching Show, 
Olympia London, 3rd-6th March.

With hundreds of workshops, 
demonstrations and interactive features 
running throughout the show, this 
unique event is the perfect place for 
ideas, learning new skills and meeting 
like-minded people.  There’s plenty 
of shopping opportunities too.  Over 
200 specialist companies, from sewing 
machine manufacturers to yarn makers, 
will be selling a huge range of essential 
sewing, knitting and textile craft supplies, 
with a host of special offers.

New for 2016, be inspired by the 
work of leading UK textile artists in the 
professionally-curated Textile Galleries, 
featuring Jessica Dance (Material World), 
Louise Baldwin (Two Worlds), Mary Sleigh 
and Jan Miller (Somewhere in Between), 
Michelle House, Nigel Cheney (The Forest of 
Arden) and The Quilters’ Guild (Moving On). 
Visit www.theknittingandstitchingshow.
com/Spring or 01473 321872.

MUST VISIT
Get crafty in the Capital -  
it’s The Spring Knitting  
& Stitching Show at  
London Olympia
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The peacock represents a range of 
meanings: in the Christian world these 
include resurrection from the annual 
renewal of his feathers and immortality 
from the belief that the peacock’s flesh 
did not decay. In the east, there are 
interpretations of nobility, protection and 
integrity. All cultures seem to recognise a 
sense of beauty, though some show that 
when taken too far, this becomes pride. 
Peacocks may be depicted with or without 
the tail feathers displayed.

The pomegranate represents fecundity 
in many societies because of the almost 
uncountable number of its seeds. In the 
Christian church, it was taken to represent 
the number of the faithful, again a number 
too many to count. This is why it is usual 
for the pomegranate to be shown partly 
open, revealing the hidden seeds.

Visitors will see some exquisite pieces 
and some fun objects, including peacocks, 
worked in a variety of threads, beads and 
metal threads from India. The design for 
the central panel of The Vain Jackdaw by 
Walter Crane will also be on display, along 
with pieces which represent the beauty 
and pride of the peacock. This is seen in 
examples of attire, for instance on two 18th 
century men’s waistcoats and on a selection 
of accessories. There are approximately  
100 pieces in the exhibition representing  
a variety of materials and techniques. 
 
To book, visit www.royal-needlework.
org.uk  or telephone +44(0)20 3166 6932

An exciting exhibition of colourful 
international embroidery is open now 
until July 2016 at the Royal School of 
Needlework.

Peacocks and pomegranates have 
long been used as motifs on embroidery 
in a wide range of cultures. Open now, 
the ‘Peacocks & Pomegranates’ exhibition 
features pieces from the Royal School of 
Needlework’s Textile Collection. It includes 
objects from China and India, as well as 
from Western Europe, which either take 
these icons as their central motif or feature 
them prominently.

NEWS…
Creative  
Comments
The latest tweets, posts and 
comments from our lovely  
Be Creative readers…

“Just when I think I'm running out of 
ideas, it sparks my imagination and 
fills me with inspiration.” Caroline, 
via our website

“Workbox has inspired me to do 
more or try more than any other 
course, magazine, website or 
mentor.” Mark, via our website

“I love it all, but mostly the 
interviews, gallery and projects.  
Reading it always makes me feel so 
inspired and enthusiastic.” Dee, via 
our website

“This was the first time I have 
bought this publication, but feel 
truly inspired by the wonderful and 
different projects being featured.” 
Sarah, via our website

“I've never found any other 
publication with such a good 
balance between traditional and 
modern!” Lauren, via our website

“I live in a remote part of Scotland 
and while its very beautiful, I 
sometimes have creative block, so 
when I saw this "new" magazine 
in our little newsagents, I had a 
look inside and was soon heading 
home fast to read more. I'm a 
quilter, (improvisational rather than 
traditional) and love the work of 
Dena Crain but I was also inspired 
by other contributors and decided 
to order the four annuals. So this is 
to say a huge thank you to all the 
clever people who are part of this 
magazine/annual - I will be looking 
out for it in my newsagents - keep 
up the wonderful work.” Janette, 
by email

“I love the anticipation of opening 
the next issue of Be Creative when 
it arrives. The wide variety of 
techniques and individual styles 
that are included offers inspiration 
for everyone. Over time, the issues 
build up into a valuable resource 
which is fun to go back and browse 
through,” Jane, by letter

“When Be Creative comes through 
my letterbox, it is like a visit from 
the best sort of friend. A friend who 
shares my interest in textile work. 
A friend who has pictures of the 
newest, most exciting work around. 
A friend who encourages me to 
be imaginative and who works 
through projects with me. Someone 
who thinks I can be a creative artist.” 
Ann, by email

Beautiful 
Buys

Our hand-picked goodies,  
fresh from the net

A lover of vintage? Check out 
this quirky typography and 
sewing themed greeting card, 
ideal for any occasion. £2.95 
from lovelyjubblydesigns.com

With three beautifully detailed little trinkets, 
which sewing friend wouldn't love this 
adorable bracelet! A special gift for that 
special friend. £20.00 from zamsoe.co.uk

Get organised and keep 
your sewing necessities 
close to hand with 
this retro four drawer 
storage chest. £42 from 
notonthehighstreet.com

A super pinny, perfectly 
tailored to you. £27 from 
notonthehighstreet.com

Reminiscent of classic sewing machines, 
this thoughtful gift will add decoration, 
vintage style and storage to a home.  
£16 from notonthehighstreet.com

We love this sewing 
inspired fabric backed 
mirror. £9.50 from
2greenmonkeys.co.uk

Left: Pomegranates 
on a 19th century 
sampler
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Make your own cute Mr Toots with 
this kit. £11.75 from sewgirl.co.uk



Arctic

Surely the most adorable of pooches, we’re desperate 
to get our hands on these sausage dog specials

Dotty for Dachshunds

1. Add a touch of the adorable 
to any gift or project with this 
Dachshund ribbon.
£2.08 per metre from 
rosieundhein on etsy.com 

2. Meet Dudley, a cute and 
fashionable cushion that 
would make a great gift 
for all ages. £24.95 from 
notonthehighstreet.com

3. A quirky and bright retro 
print that would be perfect for 
any doggy themed project, 
or even as a funky scatter 
cushion for your home.
£3.00 per fat quarter, from 
lovelyjubblyfabrics.co.uk
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QWhat would be your 
desert island item?

I would be spending my 
time in the water, so I’d say 
an underwater camera.

QTell us about your 
favourite holiday 

destination.
It’s difficult to choose, 
I enjoy hiking and 
swimming in mountainous 
and island locations, but 
also love architecture, 
museums, botanical 
gardens and historical 
sites.

QWhat is your cinema 
snack of choice?

It has to be popcorn!

QDescribe your home 
décor style.

I would describe it as 
eclectic Eurasian - I have 
a red Bertazzoni stove 
across from a 19th century 
Japanese kitchen tansu in 
a small Victorian house.

QWhich would 
you rather, a hot 

summer’s day or a crisp 
winter’s morning? 
I prefer the transitional 
periods of summer into 
autumn or winter into 
spring where I get some 
of both. 

The coiling queen answers five in five…

5 MINUTES WITH... 

AMANDA SALM

Go here!
The Cornwall Branch of 
the Embroiderers’ Guild is 
hosting the SW Regional 
Festival on Saturday April 9th 
2016 at the Royal Cornwall 
Showground, Wadebridge, 
on the theme of ‘A Day out  
in Cornwall’. 
Does texture, colour, fabric and print 
make your mouth water? Then come 
to be inspired and enthused by two 
international stars of the textile world 
who will deliver our Madeira lecture. 
Amanda Clayton uses a variety of 
shades and textures to create a range 
of ethereal pieces. Vivien Prideaux 
is a renowned dyer and creator of 
vibrant textured fabrics and a widely 
read author. A collaboration of their 
work around the poem ‘The Other’ by 
R.S.Thomas was recently exhibited at 
the Knitting and Stitching Show and 
will almost certainly feature in the day. 

Tickets are £25 to include a picnic 
lunch, tea, coffee and cakes. There will 
be trade stalls often not available in the 
far SW and a competition to design a 
6 x4 inch postcard entitled ‘A postcard 
from the Seaside.’ Local Embroiderers 
from the Cornwall Branch will be 
exhibiting work. For more details 
please visit www.cornwallstitchers.
co.uk or email swfestival2016@
btinternet.com 

GLORIOUS GEOMETRICS
We love Annabel Perrins’ bold prints 
and geometric designs. Inspired by 
landmarks and locations, her designs 
focus on the aesthetic appearance of 
architecture, the structures, patterns, 
outstanding features and light 
reflections. Annabel’s mid-century 
colour palettes are also distinctive of  
her style. Here are a few of our faves…
1. Glasshouse
2. Prism
3. Sundial
4. Imperial Mustard
5. Balcon
6. Ventana
7. Pavilion
www.annabelperrin.com
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Ask the Artists

“I manage the Textile Arts 
group on Facebook with 

over 13,000 members who 
post the most incredible 
and diverse fine art fibre 
based works. Because I’m 

the group owner, I need to 
check in daily and always 

find it inspirational, so many brilliant 
works are posted overnight. It’s a great 

way to start the day. You do need 
Facebook to view but it’s well worth 
it, visit www.facebook.com/groups/

textilearts. For mind blowing cool, I love 
www.thisiscolossal.com, it’s hard not to 
be inspired by the sheer awesomeness 
of the eclectic collection of works on 
this site. Neroli Henderson featured  

on page 66

“I’m greatly 
influenced by the 
magical qualities 
that encaustic art 
produces and try 
to emulate these 
by overlapping 
lots of organzas. 
Encaustics is the 

ancient art of 
painting with wax which produces  

a wonderful translucent effect. I have 
many encaustic Facebook friends who 
regularly post their images there and 

in the many groups found there. Many 
textile groups are also found  

on Facebook and can prove invaluable 
for those who wish to learn more  

about textile art.” Nisa Kiley featured  
on page 38

“My passion is for 
Pinterest! I love the way 

that I can search for 
and access thousands 
of images when I am 

researching a new 
collection of work; and 
I can make a secret pin 

board for each theme. I do 
a lot of commission work, 
and often make a board that I and my 

client/collaborating artist/designer can 
all pin to.” Corinne Young featured  

on page 27

“WHICH CRAFT BLOGS AND WEBSITES 
DO YOU VISIT REGULARLY FOR 

INSPIRATION?

CLICK 
HERE!
www.pocketandpin.
co.uk is a crafting magpie’s 
dream! The vintage style 
haberdashery will inspire 
and complement no end 
of projects and will have 
you inventing ways to 
use them in no time! And 
with a haberdashery gift 
subscription available, look 
no further for the perfect 
gift for a crafty friend or a 
gift to self. Start dropping 
hints now…
FAVOURITE FEATURE: 
The incredible range 
available of sewing 
essentials in delicious 
styles and colours.



Win 
win!
Congratulations to Yvonne Wootton 
from Shropshire, who won last issue's 
book bundle competition

To be in with a chance to win 
a fabulous craft book bundle 
in this issue's competition, 
turn to page 7

This exciting book gives this traditional 
quilting technique a contemporary sensibility. 
As one of the easiest, most versatile (and 
budget-friendly) quilting techniques, log cabin 
quilting is a wonderful 
 choice for first-time quilters 
as well as for seasoned 
quilters looking  
to experiment with  
design and colour.

WE LOVE: The beautiful 
photography and clear illustrations 
throughout.
Published by thegmcgroup.com
RRP Price: £16.99

READ ME
Modern Log Cabin Quilting
by Susan Beal

Corset drawing, machine 
embroidery and recycled 

lingerie collage

Drawn Thread embroidery

Watercolour illustration.  
The Torn Umbrella

Have a go at making  
a quilt from this book 

on page 42

To advertise in Workbox please call us on 01395 233247. Please mention WORKBOX when replying to advertisements
14    Be Creative with WORKBOX  I  www.creativewithworkbox.com

Hel lo...  
My name is Ailish Henderson, I’m 24 
and like to define myself as a Textile/
Fine Artist. Some of you may remember 
an article I wrote last year for the 
July/August issue of Be Creative with 
Workbox about my practice, so I’m really 
excited to be back as a columnist! Here 
you’ll learn about the things that inspire 
me and anecdotes from my life as a 
freelance artist, which in turn I hope will 
inspire and entertain you! 

The most exciting thing that’s happening in my life 
right now is my first solo exhibition! Opening in March 
at The Customs House in the North East (keep up 
to date via www.ailishhenderson.com) it’s entitled 
‘Torn Umbrella’ and is based on a self-penned poem 
and painting. Both of these were executed before I 
had ever learned any form of textiles - I always knew 
that they had more life to give yet they lay dormant, 
patiently waiting until I was inspired to develop them. 
I often look at exhibitions and wonder what the ‘story’ 
is behind the work; what inspired the artist? What do 
their sketchbooks look like? I have tried to illustrate this 
making process within my show. So there’s a lesson 
readers; keep everything, you may just be inspired by 
your hoard – more on that in a future issue! 

On a humorous note, a few weeks ago I was 
teaching a sold out class on ‘Contemporary Drawn 
Thread Work’ at the Harrogate Knitting and Stitching 
Show and while watching all the sewing machines 
rattling away, I turned around to find a lady projectile 
vomiting all over her machine! The poor thing (she 
was fine afterwards) but the amazing thing was, the 
lady next to her hadn’t even realised. I will take it as 
a compliment that my class must have been very 
engrossing! Why not book yourself on a class at the 
next show you visit for a creative experience you’ll 
always remember?

out and about  
with ailish

Specialist Supplier for the 
Creative Mind

Luxurious Pure Wool Rug Kits
Over 70 colours of hard wearing wool for 

stitching, weaving, knitted and crochet rugs

iriss of Penzance
66 Chapel Street

Penzance, Cornwall TR18 4AD

01736 366568        www.iriss.co.uk

Shop - Mail Order - Online
for

Rug Making, Embroidery, Silk Painting, Tapestry

The premier sewing centre  
in Newton Abbot, Devon

Impressive range of sewing machines
Fabrics and accessories

Everything you need for a beginner  
to advanced sewer

A full range of sewing 
courses and workshops 
for all ages and abilities

175 Queen Street, Newton Abbot, TQ12 2BS
(By the railway station)

 01626 369840
Opening Times:

Mon - closed  Tue to Fri - 9.30 to 5pm   Sat - 9.30 to 4pm

D & S 
Sewing Machines

D & S 
Sewing Machines

D & S 
Sewing Machines

D & S Sewing Machines is a family run business established since 1981

  

a Cornish treasure trove of art 
& craft materials for all

.PAINTERS.

 7 Fore Street, Liskeard, Cornwall PL14 3JA 
01579 347237  www.craft-box.com

plenty of knowledgable help and 
advice available

our vast stock includes textile art - heat 
reactives, dissovables, Jacquard dyes and 
paints, felting, patchwork fabrics from Kaffe 
Fassett, Stoff, Makower and others, Gutermann, 
Mettler and Marathon threads, lampshade kits, 
haberdashery, Winsor & Newton fine art, 
canvasses, paper, brushes, Pebeo........


